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Foreword

These Lesson Plans and the accompanying Pupils’ Handbooks are essential
educational resources for the promotion of quality education in senior
secondary schools in Sierra Leone. As Minister of Basic and Senior
Secondary Education, | am pleased with the professional competencies
demonstrated by the writers of these educational materials in English
Language and Mathematics.

The Lesson Plans give teachers the support they need to cover each element
of the national curriculum, as well as prepare pupils for the West African
Examinations Council’'s (WAEC) examinations. The practice activities in the
Pupils’ Handbooks are designed to support self-study by pupils, and to give
them additional opportunities to learn independently. In total, we have
produced 516 lesson plans and 516 practice activities — one for each lesson,
in each term, in each year, for each class. The production of these materials in
a matter of months is a remarkable achievement.

These plans have been written by experienced Sierra Leoneans together with
international educators. They have been reviewed by officials of my Ministry to
ensure that they meet the specific needs of the Sierra Leonean population.
They provide step-by-step guidance for each learning outcome, using a range
of recognized techniques to deliver the best teaching.

| call on all teachers and heads of schools across the country to make the best
use of these materials. We are supporting our teachers through a detailed
training programme designed specifically for these new lesson plans. It is
really important that the Lesson Plans and Pupils’ Handbooks are used,
together with any other materials they may have.

This is just the start of educational transformation in Sierra Leone as
pronounced by His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone,
Brigadier Rtd Julius Maada Bio. | am committed to continue to strive for the
changes that will make our country stronger and better.

| do thank our partners for their continued support. Finally, | also thank the
teachers of our country for their hard work in securing our future.

/\

\T(v\lo (]

Mr. Alpha Osman Timbo

Minister of Basic and Senior Secondary Education



The policy of the Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education,

Sierra Leone, on textbooks stipulates that every printed book should
have a lifespan of three years.

To achieve thus, DO NOT WRITE IN THE BOOKS.
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Introduction
to the Pupils’ Handbook

These practice activities are aligned to the Lesson Plans, and are based on the
National Curriculum and the West Africa Examination Council syllabus guidelines.
They meet the requirements established by the Ministry of Basic and Senior
Secondary Education.

@
©

The practice activities will not take the whole term,
SO use any extra time to revise material or re-do
activities where you made mistakes.

Use other textbooks or resources to help you learn
better and practise what you have learned in the
lessons.

Read the questions carefully before answering
them. After completing the practice activities, check
your answers using the answer key at the end of
the book.

Make sure you understand the learning outcomes Learning
for the practice activities and check to see that you Outcomes
have achieved them. Each lesson plan shows

these using the symbol to the right.

Organise yourself so that you have enough time to
complete all of the practice activities. If there is
time, quickly revise what you learned in the lesson
before starting the practice activities. If it is taking
you too long to complete the activities, you may
need more practice on that particular topic.

Seek help from your teacher or your peers if you
are having trouble completing the practice activities
independently.

Make sure you write the answers in your exercise
book in a clear and systematic way so that your
teacher can check your work and you can refer
back to it when you prepare for examinations.

Congratulate yourself when you get questions right!
Do not worry if you do not get the right answer —
ask for help and continue practising!



KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM SIERRA LEONE’S PERFORMANCE IN WEST
AFRICAN SENIOR SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION — ENGLISH
LANGUAGE!

This section, divided by theme, seeks to outline key takeaways from assessing
Sierra Leonean pupils’ responses on the West African Senior School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE). The common errors pupils make are highlighted below with
the intention of giving teachers an insight into areas to focus on to improve pupils’
performance on the examination. Where possible, specific suggestions are provided
for addressing these issues.

Listening and speaking

1. Errors in sound identification — pure vowels, diphthongs and triphthongs as well
as consonants and consonant clusters

2. Mistakes in stress — emphatic stress, sentence stress and word stress

3. Errors in intonation — rising and falling

4. Errors in conversation, narrative and dialogue analysis

Writing

1. Questions are misunderstood and/or not adequately dealt with in the response.
This includes: lack of planning in the answer, and responses that are not detailed
enough or thought through enough.

Suggested solutions:

¢ Practise analysing the essay questions with pupils, discussing what the
guestion demands in the answer.

¢ Provide an outline and have pupils practise providing structured, detailed
answers using the outline.

e Provide clear instructions on each type of writing in the lessons.

2. Answers show lack of understanding of organisation of format and style of
different types of writing. Specific vocabulary for transitions is missing, and the
development of ideas is not organised into topic sentences and supporting
sentences.

Suggested solutions:

e Provide multiple examples of the different types of writing from a variety of
essays.

e Provide ample opportunities to practise using outlines to organise ideas.

3. Common errors in grammar use and mechanics include:

Singular versus plural

Subject/verb agreement

Pronoun/antecedent agreement

Conjugating verbs correctly

Using difficult tenses like perfect continuous tense

Appropriate use of phrases and clauses

Omission of articles, ‘a’, ‘an’ and ‘the’

! This information is derived from an evaluation of WAEC Examiner Reports, as well
as input from WAEC examiners and Sierra Leonean teachers.
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e Incorrect use or ambiguous use of prepositions, which shows a lack of
understanding

e Poor punctuation and spelling

Common mistakes in expression include incomplete or poorly constructed

sentences, with incorrect punctuation and incorrect use of figurative language.

Suggested solutions:

e Development of general and figurative language vocabulary

e Exposure to more reading material outside the content area

Reading comprehension

1.

Pupils must be able to answer WH questions (who, what, where, when, why,

how) and questions that require understanding of the writer’s attitude, mood, tone

and purpose. Mistakes are often made in questions that require making

inferences.

Suggested solutions:

e Practise analysing questions and identifying those that are literal versus those
that require inference.

e Demonstrate how to infer meaning using varied examples and context clues.

Errors are made in vocabulary, especially figures of speech and figurative

language.

Mistakes are made when pupils are asked to comprehend large chunks of

information.

Suggested solution:

e Practise reading comprehension strategies like summarising, identifying main
ideas and reading between the lines.

Errors are frequent in word replacement activities which require knowledge of

synonyms and antonyms. This shows a lack of understanding of the context of

the word.

Suggested solution:

e Practise identifying context clues in the text to infer the meaning of an
unfamiliar word.

Errors are common in questions related to grammatical names and functions,

including identifying parts of speech.

Suggested solutions:

e Incorporate grammar questions into reading comprehension activities.

e Revise the parts of speech and their use in sentences.

Vii
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Lesson Title: Consonant Clusters Theme: Listening and Speaking

Practice Activity: PHL2-L097 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
1. Identify and pronounce consonant clusters in words.
2. ldentify and demonstrate understanding of consonant clusters in initial, medial,
and end position in words.

3. ldentify consonant clusters in sentences.

Overview
Consonants are sounds that are not vowels.
Some examples of consonants are: b, c, d, f, g, h, J, |

Consonant clusters are sounds made from 2 or more consonants together in a
word with no vowel in between them.

Although consonant clusters can be in the initial, medial or end position of a word,
some consonant clusters are only found in 1 or 2 of these positions, not all.

Sometimes, consonant clusters can be hard to pronounce. When reading them
aloud, try to say the sounds together rather than separating them.

Practice

The following is a list of consonant clusters and their examples in words:

Consonant cluster | Example words
mp tempo, lamp
rd bird, card

Id build, old

Ip help, gulp

rk bark, work

It salt, tilt

If elf, self

sw swan, swing
tw twin, entwine
Activity 1

Practise reading all the words in the table aloud and pay special attention to the
pronunciation of the consonant clusters.




Activity 2

Practise reading the following words aloud. Identify the consonant clusters in each
word.
shampoo
swallow
twinkle
hold

lord

ark
shark
pelting

. pilfer
10.mould

©CeNOhWWDRE

Activity 3

Identify the consonant clusters in the following sentences. Then practise reading
each of the sentences aloud:

His nose appeared swollen due to a cold.

The children were pelting stones at the tree in the park.
The twelve cards are kept on the shelf.

Tomorrow, we will attend the bird camp.

The clerk was hard at work to improve himself.

akrowbdPE



Lesson Title: Comprehending a Theme: Listening
Listening Passage — Formal Letter

Practice Activity: PHL2-L098 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
1. Answer comprehension questions on a listening text.

2. Summarise a listening text in your own words.
3. Use context clues to infer meaning of new words.

Overview
A formal letter is a letter written to authorities or to your seniors in a formal tone.
The features of a formal letter are as follows:

e Written to people of authority: chairmen, principals, governors, directors
e Written in a formal tone
e Examples of different types:
- Letters of complaint: To make a formal complaint about something
- Letters of request: To request something
- Application letters: For university, a job, scholarship applications

Practice
Activity 1

Read the formal letter and answer the comprehension questions on it.

145 Aberdeen Street
Freetown.
13" September, 2017.

The Education Minister
Ministry of Education
Freetown.

Dear Sir,
THANK YOU FOR THE GREAT-HEIGHTS SCHOLARSHIP
| am a law student at Freetown University and one of the five pupils to receive the

Great-Heights Scholarship this year. | am writing with heartfelt gratitude to thank you
for this scholarship.




As explained in my application, | have spent the past three years at university taking
an active part in studying laws that restrict women from inheriting land in Sierra
Leone and other countries worldwide. As part of this research and study, | have
spoken to various lawmakers and law professors as well. In the future, | hope to raise
awareness about how women can own land. Moreover, | hope to spark reform in
laws that prevent women from owning land.

Many a time, my work has strained me financially and taken up a lot of my time also.
This scholarship will ease the pressure on my low-income family to provide for my
education. | can now save up to pay for a master’s course in law as well. Truly, this is
the kind of support | needed from the Sierra Leonean government to complete my
education.

Thank you so much for choosing me among many able candidates. | will do justice to
this scholarship by working even harder than before and ensuring that my work
makes a mark in the field of women and land laws. This will also increase my merit
when | apply to universities for post-graduation next year. | cannot thank you enough
for this generosity.

| will duly update you about my progress in this work.
Yours faithfully,
(signature)

Marie Kamara,
Third-year law student, Freetown University.

Comprehension questions

1. What is the most likely reason Marie received the Great-Heights scholarship
among many candidates? Is her work rare or special?

What does Marie mean by ‘strained me financially’?

How will the scholarship help Marie get admission into a master’s program?
What is the tone of this letter?

What makes this a formal letter?

akrowbd

Activity 2
Find synonyms (words with similar meanings) in the text for the following words:

many
improvement
sincere
prevent

pay
credibility
well-qualified

NoakwdrR




8. start
9. changes
10.inform

Activity 3
List antonyms (words with opposite meanings) for the following words:

receive
active
restrict
able
increase
enough
progress

Nk wdR

Activity 4
Identify the verb and adverbial phrases in the following selection from the letter:

‘| will do justice to this scholarship by working even harder than before and ensuring
that my work makes a mark in the field of women and land laws. Also, this will
increase my merit when | apply to universities for post-graduation next year’.



Lesson Title: Reading Comprehension | Theme: Reading
— Persuasive Essay

Practice Activity: PHL2-L099 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
Read a text with fluency.
Identify the features of a persuasive essay.
Summarise a text in your own words.

Infer meaning from a text.
Answer gquestions on a text.

arwnE

Overview
To persuade means to convince someone about an idea or concept using arguments.
The following are features of a persuasive essay:

¢ Makes an argument and wants to convince the reader of something

e Uses convincing language and vocabulary

¢ Includes facts, statistics and examples

e Features quotes and/or comments from experts

e |s written in the first-person point of view

e Demonstrates an understanding of the opposing point of view and seeks to
prove it wrong

e Makes recommendations or gives solutions

Practice
Read the following persuasive essay and answer the comprehension questions on it.

Why Morality and Ethics Should be Taught in Schools

Many educators and thinkers globally are discussing whether it is important to
integrate a moral and ethics curriculum in schools, given the increasing rate of crime,
assault and intolerance around the world. However, education ministries and schools
claim that a curriculum teaching right and wrong is challenging to implement as most
schools are already struggling with teaching English and Maths skills. Nonetheless,
this is a welcome discussion as introducing morality and ethics in schools is the need
of the hour.

Let us look at the current situation: In a recent article in the Telegraph, there was an
incident reported, where a senior secondary student physically assaulted another
student, impairing his hearing and memory. What shocked some readers was that
classmates refused to name the culprit of this heinous incident, saying that they
would not snitch or tell on their friend. This culture of favouring one’s friends in spite
of their crimes is detrimental to society. If children get away with this, they will likely
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grow into the kind of adults that do not take responsibility for speaking out against
wrongdoings.

Morality and ethics cannot be learned just at home. Many parents are extremely
busy, and unfortunately, some families even set bad examples by themselves
engaging in corruption, bribery, violation of tax laws and domestic violence.
Moreover, parents are so worried about giving their children a secure career that they
forget about making their children good human beings first. It is true that children
learn most about the world from their parents, but the school is a second home.
Some standard codes and principles on how to be kind, compassionate and
responsible may in fact help improve the community bond in their homes and
neighbourhood. After all, children do have to grow up to interact with society.

Academics and thinkers in some of the world’s best universities are actively
developing curricula in which they emphasise the importance of teaching children
how to care. Harvard University’s (USA) ‘Making Caring Common Project’ by the
Graduate School of Education argues that schools are now too focused on helping
students score well in their examinations and get admission into colleges. But
nobody is focused on giving the world more compassionate and caring human beings
who value humanity and equal rights. It is no surprise then that the average number
of armed robberies and assaults by teenagers, even from middle-income families, is
on the rise.

Given that the world is gravitating towards lawlessness and intolerance, schools are
the one and only place that can set young people on the right path early in their lives.
It is schools and education that can help children imbue good values and act in ways
that are beneficial for society.

Comprehension questions

1. Why do educators and others think that morality and ethics should not be taught
in school?

2. Why does the writer think that introducing morality and ethics in schools is the
need of the hour?

3. State any reference, statistics or examples used by the writer to support his
argument.

4. State any 2 consequences of not teaching ethics and morals in school as
suggested by the essay.

5. What examples does the writer give of parents modeling poor behaviour?

6. What does it mean to ‘be a good human’?

7. What 3 arguments does the writer make as to why morality and ethics should not
only be taught at home?

8. Identify 2 persuasive techniques used by the writer in the passage.



Lesson Title: Reading Comprehension | Theme: Reading
— Persuasive Essay

Practice Activity: PHL2-L100 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
Read a text with fluency.
Identify the features of a persuasive essay.
Summarise a text in your own words.

Infer meaning from a text.
Answer gquestions on a text.

arwnE

Overview

A persuasive essay uses logic and reason to show that one idea is more valid than
another idea. Persuasive essays are also known as argument essays because they
try to persuade a reader to adopt a particular point of view or to take a certain action.

The following are features of a persuasive essay:

e Makes an argument and wants to convince the reader of something

e Uses convincing language and vocabulary

¢ Includes facts, statistics and examples

e Features quotes and/or comments from experts

e Is written in the first-person point of view

e Demonstrates an understanding of the opposing point of view and seeks to
prove it wrong

e Makes recommendations or gives solutions

Practice
Read the persuasive essay and answer the comprehension questions on it.

Why the Death Penalty Should be Abolished

Around the world, there are only about fifty countries that still have the death penalty.
Only four industrialised countries still punish people by death — the United States,
Japan, Singapore and Taiwan. In 2014, Sierra Leone’s President Koroma said that
the death penalty would change to life imprisonment. This is a progressive move as
the death penalty is an outdated, unfair and illogical concept which needs to be
replaced by another punishment.

Firstly, the idea of playing God and deciding that somebody’s crime deserves their
life to be taken away is barbaric. Rulers and dictators used this method as a
substitute for real reform and rehabilitation. In this day and age, killing someone,
even legally, is a lazy form of helping society. Besides, after numerous studies,




researchers have not found any evidence that the death penalty prevents murders. If
anything, setting an example of violence only breeds further violence.

Whether one finds it barbaric or not, one must agree that justice can make mistakes
and often does. This is why decisions are overruled and revised by higher courts.
Death is final. This is a punishment that cannot be reversed or compensated for.
There have been numerous cases globally where executed and hanged criminals
were found to be not guilty of the crime after they had already received the death
penalty.

Even the logic behind the death penalty is absent. If rapists are not punished with
rape, and robbers are not penalised with robbery in their homes, then why are
murderers punished with death? There is no doubt that murder is an unpardonable
and a horrible crime, but who gives the judicial system the right to inflict upon
someone what they themselves have said is illegal?

In the 215t century, there is no place for a practice that was rampant in the dark
middle ages. We have entered the era of global discussions and human rights.
These should guide us in finding more effective measures of correcting human
behaviour.

Comprehension questions

1. Why does the writer refer to the four countries as ‘industrialised countries’?

2. According to the passage, what did president Koroma say would replace the
death penalty in Sierra Leone?

3. In 3 short sentences, 1 for each, state the reasons the writer put forward to
support the argument for the abolishment of the death penalty.

4. ldentify any persuasive strategy used by the writer in the passage.

5. What, according to the writer, is illogical about the death penalty?



Lesson Title: Interjections Theme: Grammar

Practice Activity: PHL2-L101 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
1. Define interjections and demonstrate understanding of their function in a sentence.

2. ldentify interjections in a sentence.
3. Write sentences using interjections correctly.

Overview

An interjection is a word or a group of words that show emotion. They do not affect
the grammatical structure of the rest of the sentence.

The following are examples of interjections:

e Wow! What a beautiful flower that is.
e We lost the match. Oh no!
e Oh heavens! It has started raining cats and dogs.

Interjections are not the same as exclamatory sentences. The following examples are
not interjections:

e You had better not wear that summer dress when it is so windy outside!
e Come over here right now!
e The basket of fruits has fallen down!

Interjections may appear in various positions in a sentence:

e At the beginning
Example: Oh no! My food fell down.
e Inthe middle
Example: In my opinion, by god, you have done a remarkable job!
e Atthe end
Example: So, you quit your job, huh?
e As a standalone sentence
Example: Oh lord! We are so late!

Practice
Activity 1

Identify the interjections in the following sentences:

1. Ouch, that hurt!

2. Wow! You look great tonight.

3. That was the best performance that | have ever seen — bravo!
4. Ugh! | can’t believe you broke my favourite toy.
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5. Hmm, | wonder where | put my keys and wallet.

6. Miners used to shout ‘bingo!” when they struck gold.

7. ‘Shoo! shouted the woman when she saw the cat licking milk from her cereal

bowl.

8. | guess that is the end of the movie — darn.
9. Stop! You should always wear a helmet when riding a bike.
10.Yippee! | made this picture all by myself.

Activity 2

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with an appropriate interjection from the
word bank. More than 1 answer may be correct.

Word Bank
balderdash | bingo cheers crud darn eureka
goodness hey hurray incredible oomph ouch
phooey rats woot wow yay yippee
1. , why didn't you hold the door for me?
2. , ’'m so happy that you decided to visit this summer.
3. , it's not every day that you see a dog riding a skateboard.
4. I How can you possibly agree with that point of view?
5. He just cost us the game with that error, !
6. 'You just gave me a great idea.
7. , that’s a very large dog at the end of that leash.
8. I can’t believe that | got a D on the project, !
9. , my favourite author is doing a reading at the local library.

10.This is my first new car,

Activity 3

Use each of the following words as an interjection in a sentence:

©e NGOk~ WDNDPR

Ugh! (sound)
Excellent! (exclamation)
Wow! (surprise)
Whew! (sound)
Uh. (pause)

Hey! (exclamation)
Psst. (sound)
Ooh! (exclamation)

. Oops! (embarrassment)

10 Hurrah! (excitement)

11




Lesson Title: Using Conjunctions, Theme: Grammar
Prepositions and Interjections to Improve
Sentence Quality

Practice Activity: PHL2-L102 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:

1. Define interjections, conjunctions and prepositions and demonstrate
understanding of their function in a sentence.

2. ldentify interjections, conjunctions and prepositions in a sentence.
3. Modify sentences to include interjections, conjunctions and prepositions.

Overview

Using conjunctions, prepositions and interjections can improve the quality of the
sentences you write. They can make a text more interesting and help information
flow smoothly from sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph.

An interjection is a word or a group of words that shows emotion. Interjections do
not affect the grammatical structure of the rest of the sentence.

The following are examples of interjections:

e Wow! What a beautiful flower that is.
e We lost the match. Oh no!

Prepositions are words that show the relationship of nouns and pronouns to other
words in a sentence.

The following are examples of prepositions:

e | will walk from home to school.
e | came to the party because of you.

Conjunctions are words that join and connect words, phrases or sentences.
The following are examples of conjunctions:

¢ | went to the shop but did not find the vegetables.
e He ran the marathon despite his iliness.

The following is an example of how these 3 parts of speech can be used to improve
and modify sentences:

e | have spilled milk on the table. | will have to clean it. It has been wasted.

¢ Modified sentence: Oh no (interjection)! | have spilled milk all over
(preposition) the table. Not only (conjunction) will I have to clean it, but
(conjunction) it has also been wasted.
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Practice
Activity 1
Identify the parts of speech of the words in bold in each of the following sentences:

| will be late to the party, for | am working until seven.

Sally does not like the mountains, nor does she like the ocean.

Ouch! | wanted to ride my bike, but the tire was flat.

She was late for work, so her boss made her stay after 5 o’clock.
Oops! She failed the test.

Although she is poor, she lives a happy life.

Alas! We have finally completed examinations and it is the beginning of a long
vacation.

8. 1 will be able to drive when | am older.

9. Rather than wait outside in the rain, we should wait inside their room.
10.Yes! We won the match.

NoakwbdE

Activity 2
Identify the conjunctions, prepositions and interjections in the following sentences:

William Shakespeare was both a poet and a playwright.

Wow! Julie was the youngest of 21 children.

He has neither home nor employment.

Born in Sierra Leone in 1976, she was a philanthropist and a diplomat.
Look at that picture he drew. Great!

| saw something about it on television.

It has been raining since morning.

Hey! Can you help me?

. Wow! | cannot believe | finished the marathon.

10.She took the coins out of her pocket and put them on the table.

©CoNoObhwdE

Activity 3

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank that best complete each
sentence:

Word Bank
and to of o) but under | wow for out
in incredible | of up when | hurrah to despite | and
1. Let's keep the plan leave now!
2. The secretary needs to print 20 more copies the minutes everyone
can have a copy.
3. He intentionally hid the documents, his secretary accidentally found them.
4. The 2 sisters refused to sleep the same roof.
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5. I' Is this all me?

6. My friend | quarreled last week.

7. Look how far we have come our work, !

8. Members the association were just rounding their discussion
the police arrived.

9. ' We made it the next level, several hurdles.

10.The manager is walking the door.
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Lesson Title: Using Conjunctions, Theme: Grammar
Prepositions and Interjections to Improve
Sentence Quality

Practice Activity: PHL2-L103 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:

1. Define interjections, conjunctions and prepositions and demonstrate
understanding of their function in a sentence.

2. Improve upon a text through the use of conjunctions, prepositions and
interjections.

Overview

Interjections, prepositions and conjunctions all help in connecting words, phrases,
clauses and sentences and make them both interesting and meaningful.

An interjection is a word or a group of words that show direct emotion. They do not
affect the grammatical structure of the rest of the sentence.

The following are examples of interjections:

e Wow! What a beautiful flower that is.
e We lost the match. Oh no!

Prepositions are words that show the relationship of nouns and pronouns to other
words in a sentence.

The following are examples of prepositions:

e | will walk from home to school.
e | came to the party because of you.

Conjunctions are words that join and connect words, phrases or sentences.
The following are examples of conjunctions:

e | went to the shop but did not find the vegetables.
e He ran the marathon despite his illness.

The following is an example of how to use prepositions, conjunctions and
interjections to complete a text and correct any errors in it.

e Bravo! The man had driven the car straight onto the store. They were about to
call the police and discovered that the man had had a heart attack. They
called an ambulance first.

¢ Modified text: Good grief! The man had driven the car straight into the store.
They were about to call the police but discovered that the man had had a
heart attack. So, they called an ambulance first.
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Practice

Activity 1

Correct and modify the following paragraphs by adding prepositions, conjunctions
and interjections.

1.

Candidates who cheat with examinations cannot get out with it. Bingo! It would be
so embarrassing to be caught on the act with cheating. Therefore, education
authorities have issued in a stern warning to all candidates to desist against every
form of cheating.

. Itis although it is going to rain like hard as a hurricane tonight. But that cannot

stop me to attending the party where | hope for catch some fun to old pals, ouch!
Neither | am feeling happy and sad, | always try to keep a positive attitude. A
positive attitude will not also bring you great opportunities, with also determine
your success on life.

| am afraid at dogs, so | appreciate the security role they play in night. However
they can sometimes be annoying, dogs can also be really helpful to human
beings, especially when they get for know you better.

Theresa likes to read novels; inasmuch as, her sister Fatima likes to watch TV.
Perfect! What makes you think that your car is superior than mine? My friend,
although you just bought yours 2 months ago, mine is far more durable from
yours.

Eh! She has a charming smile. Even the blind can sense her beauty. No wonder
she takes great pride on her beauty.

Activity 2

Write 3 sentences. Each 1 should include at least 1 conjunction, interjection and
preposition.
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Lesson Title: Reading Skills Theme: Reading
Development: Using the Dictionary

Practice Activity: PHL2-L104 Class: SSS 2

@ Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, you will be able to:
1. Demonstrate understanding of how to use a dictionary.
2. ldentify unknown words in a dictionary and use the dictionary to determine their

meaning.
3. Use a dictionary to develop reading skills.

Overview

A dictionary is a book that contains the words of a given language, their meanings,
which parts of speech they belong to and their pronunciation. The words are usually
arranged in alphabetical order from A-Z.

Often, when using a dictionary to look up a new word, you will find that it has more
than one meaning. If you are not sure which one is correct, first read all the meanings
and find the one that makes most sense for the context in which you found the word.

In a dictionary, the part of speech for each word is given in abbreviations after the
word, as follows:

e Nn.-noun
e v.—verb

e adv.—adverb

e adj. — adjective

e pron. — pronoun

e prep. — preposition
e conj. — conjunction
e interj. — interjection

The following are some of the ways that you can use a dictionary to develop your
vocabulary and reading skills:

e Look up the meaning of an English word you see or hear
¢ Find the English translation of a word in another language
e Check the spelling of a word

¢ Find out grammatical information about a word

e Check the part of speech of a word

e Check the plural form of a noun or past tense of a verb

e Find the synonym or antonym of a word

¢ Find out how to pronounce a word

e Find examples of the use of a word
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Here is an example of how to identify the meaning of the word ‘presently’, based on
its use in the passage below:

Open the dictionary to words starting with ‘p’.

- All the words are organised in alphabetical order.

After opening to the words with ‘p’, find the words starting with ‘pr’.

- Since ‘r comes after ‘0’, ‘presently’ should come after any word that starts
with ‘po’.

- Note that no words start with ‘pp’ or ‘pq’.

After finding the list of words that start with ‘pr’, look for the list of words

starting with ‘pre’.

- Since ‘e’ comes after ‘a’, this list will be after words that start with ‘pra’.

In this way, find the word ‘presently’ in the dictionary, between ‘presentism’

and ‘presentment’.

Choose which of these meanings is correct based on the context of the

reading passage.

Answer: soon, after a short time.

Practice

Activity 1

Read the passage and answer the comprehension questions on it.

The Open Window?
By Saki

‘My aunt will be down presently, Mr Nuttel’, said a very self-possessed young lady
of fifteen; ‘in the meantime, you must try and put up with me’.

Framton Nuttel endeavoured to say something appropriate which should flatter the
niece without discounting the aunt that was to come. Privately, he doubted if these
formal visits on a succession of total strangers would do much towards helping the

nerve cure which he was supposed to be undergoing.

‘I know how it will be’, his sister had said when he was preparing to migrate to this
rural retreat; ‘you will bury yourself down there and not speak to a living soul, and
your nerves will be worse than ever from moping. | shall just give you letters of
introduction to all the people | know there. Some of them, as far as | can remember,
were quite nice’. Framton wondered whether Mrs Sappleton, the lady to whom he
was presenting one of the letters of introduction, came into the nice division.

Comprehension questions

1. Explain the expression, ‘You must try to put up with me ..." in your own words.
2. Which cure did Nuttel need?
3. What was his doubt?
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4. According to his sister, what could cause the possibility to worsen Nuttle’s nerve
problem?

5. How can you tell that Framton was a nervous man?

6. What did his sister do to help him get familiar with people in the new town?

Activity 2

With the help of a dictionary, look up the parts of speech and meanings of the